Public Meeting

Thursday 29 November 7 pm
The Arms Trade
and its impact on

Human Rights and Poverty
Organised by local constituents concerned about the UK’s sale of arms to repressive regimes and how the arms trade diverts resources from health and development
Vince Cable MP
and
Zac Goldsmith MP
will respond to your questions.
Duke Street Church

Duke Street,  Richmond, TW9 1DH 
Admission Free - All are welcome
Visit www.traknat.org.uk and Sign our Petition to Dr Cable 
UK Arms Exports fuel conflict, support repression
and divert resources from health and development
A network of local organisations (www.traknat.org.uk): Richmond &  Twickenham Amnesty Group, Richmond & Twickenham Friends of the Earth, Richmond & Kingston World Development Group, Richmond & Twickenham Green Party, Richmond and Kingston Greenpeace, Kingston Peace Council   and Richmond  &   Kingston  Palestine  Solidarity Campaign   have   invited  both 
Dr Vince Cable, Business Secretary & Twickenham MP, and Zac Goldsmith, Richmond Park MP to consider how, in an export led recovery, Britain can ensure that human rights and environmental protections can be safe-guarded, and also that weapons are not supplied to repressive regimes nor to those countries where such sales would cause resources to be diverted from health and development programmes.
TRAKNAT, (Twickenham, Richmond and Kingston Network Against the Arms Trade) on behalf of member groups and local supporters, will make a presentation on our concerns about the impact of UK Arms Sales on Human Rights and Poverty.  The MPs will be invited to respond, followed by questions to them from the floor.
Dr Cable and Arms Sales

As Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, Dr Vince Cable is responsible for the licensing of weapons exports and also (jointly with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office) for the government agency that promotes arms exports, the UK Trade & Investment Defence & Security Organisation (UKTI-DSO).  

Zac Goldsmith has questioned some of Britain’s past record and current policy on weapons exports.
UK Still Arming Repression

A year after being condemned for arms sales to authoritarian regimes in the Middle East and North Africa, including Gaddafi’s, the UK is still supplying weapons to dictators.  The Guardian newspaper reports that British weapons killed and injured democracy campaigners in Bahrain yet UKTI-DSO continues promoting sales to Bahrain, Algeria, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and others. Saudi Arabia, one of the world’s most ‘authoritarian regimes’, in 2011 intensified its crackdown on dissidents and used UK armoured vehicles to help crush democracy protest in Bahrain; yet UK arms sales to the country never even slowed.
Countries’ Budgets Diverted from Development By Arms Sales

The UKTI-DSO vigorous promotion of weapons diverts spending from development. Priority markets include Libya, South Africa, Indonesia, Brazil and India. The UK also sells arms to Pakistan, Kenya, Congo, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Angola and Tanzania. Pakistan, for example, spends more on the military than on health and education combined.

Last year alone UKTI-DSO licensed over £8million of weapons sales to Nigeria, yet it has the world’s highest maternal death rate. 
Visit www.traknat.org.uk and Sign our Petition to Dr Cable
For further information contact Paul Tippell on 07970 868508 

